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burden, These are requisite, not only for ca^irig CHAP^XXVI.
provisions and stores, but also for transporting^
considerable portion of the personal baggage of the
men. The European does not carry even his knap-
sack. The sepoy is not excused from this burden,
but, in addition to ordinary necessaries, he must find
means of conveyance for a set of utensils for cook-
ing, with which each man is provided, and these,
added to his clothing, appointments, and ammu-
nition, would constitute a load which the compara-
tively slender frames of the native troops would be
altogether unable to bear through a lengthened
march, more especially if it were to be performed,
as must frequently happen, under unfavourable cir-
cumstances. Carriage cattle are, for this reason, of
prime necessity for the movement of an army; but
it is to be observed, that the expense of these
animals, and their drivers, so far as employed for
the use of the sepoys, had been accustomed to be
defrayed by the sepoys themselves.
In the instance under notice, however, no bullocks
could be provided; none could be hired, and they
could only be purchased at an extravagant price.
An application for assistance from the commis-
sariat department was made, but was answered by
an intimation that the men must provide the
required accommodation for themselves. The
commanding officer, Colonel Cartwright, however,
made disbursements from his private funds for
the purchase of bullocks; and government, on
Iparning the deficiency, directed the issue of a